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Ru'ia 1·uia, opea opea, whiria wltiria, kia 
hemo ake te kiikoakoa. kia herea mai te

kawuu koroki, kill tiitaki mui T roto 1 te 
puko1·oko1·01 whaikm·o, he kuakn 111aranga· 
1·anga, kotahi te manu I tau 1..-i te tiiln.tna, tau 
ahi. tau. atu, tau atu. 

We cul ourselves loose from what is destructive, we 
bind ow·selves to what is li fe -giving. in the eternal
present of ritual, we become one with tlte atua. 

Te piko o te 111iihuri terii te tipu o te 1·iikau. 

The bow of the branch is indicative of how the tree 
will grow. 

'' 
r'd like to take you back to 1996, seems a long time ago now. Twas but a young 16 year old
girl from the far n01th of Karta.ia and was finishing my 6th ~form year at Kaitaia College and 
freshly anuounced as the head girl for the following year. 1 was working part time at Kaitiiia
warehouse as a checkout assistant. J'd just been offered a position at the 
information J.esk • which was more responsibility. So T thought life was worlci11g out pretty
good fot me. Ht never managed to gel out ofKaitaia I'd probably have a really good job 
anyway, probably as a team lead or one of the manager roles at lhe warehouse Kaitaia. 

I was then nominate<l to receive a scholarship from .McDonald's. I don't remember tlle
details oflKlW I was nominated, or what that pro<.:ess was, but al the time I knew that it was a
big deal to be able Lo receive a sum of $10,000 to go towards study. 

1 am now one of 17 children, however at the time. 1 was still only one of 14 so we had a 
number of kids in the house, one income and my parents had just recently separated so to
receive the news that Twas the lucky recipient of this $10,0oll ,vas m1imagiaable. 

1 never saw myself leaving Kaitaia unless I somehow worked my butt off to get money. My 
previous tl10ugbt was that I would probably stay m quiet little Kaitaia for the rest of my life.
So wheJ.1 I think of the scholarship, I think of how grateful I am now to have been awarded 
it. .. becau!;e it changed my life. Tl shifted me into :a new direction, opening new opporhmities.
























